22            PERSONALITY OF THE PRESCHOOL CHILD

the structure of the child is very similar to that of primitive peoples.

R. Thurnwald remarks of the Melanesians:*

Concerning the word ciki (drop) they not only think of the falling water-
drop but also of the spot It is causing, of the noise of dropping, of the regular
intervals between the falling of the drops, and finally, also of the sudden and
unexpected dropping.

The mechanism of condensation causing the rebus-like way of
expression makes it very difficult for the adult to understand the
world view of the child, because one of the main features in the
development toward maturity is the process of isolation, isolating
the different attributes of an object, specializing our organs of
perception, and individualizing our forms of expression. For the
child's symbolic way of living, however, it holds true that it is not
impressed by one manifestation of a phenomenon, but that each
phenomenon has many aspects for the child. In a corresponding
way, a child's representation is not an expression of one thought
or of one wish or one fear, but of a complex of thoughts, wishes, and
fears.

Freud, studying the main factors in the formation of dream
images and of day dreaming, found two main factors which he
called "condensation" and "transference." Condensation means that
several disparate elements are fused into one image. Transference
means that qualities which belong to one object are transferred to
another one. These factors also determine the thought structure of
the child. However, analyzing which elements are chosen for such
a condensation and transference, it was found that these processes
follow logical principles. For instance, a child may imagine a per-
son with a big nose, white hair, wearing a red necktie. An analysis
rewals that the child suffered especially from three persons: from
Ms BBde, who had a big nose, from his grandmother with white hair,
and from the neighbor who prefers to wear a red necktie. The same
holds for the mechanism of transference when the child is aggressive
to & person only because he has some resemblance to another per-

k lie dislikes.

FORMATION IN THE THINKING OF THE YOUNG CHILD
dbaracteristic is typical of thought in young  children,
the element of grotesqueness and of surprise.f
Studies aa SScteeevolkern.  Ztschr. f. angew. Psychol., 1913,
A8ee m Wonderland, e^g., is based upon this principle.